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Program 
Essen tia ls



$140 Million 
Annua lly

• $135 MILLION: 
“Community Gaming 
Grant Program ” to  he lp  
not-for-p rofits de live r 
ongoing  p rogram s

Funded  with  Com m ercia l Gam ing  Revenue

• $5 MILLION:
“Capital Project Grant 
Program ” to  he lp  not-for-
p rofits with  cap ita l p ro jects 
or acqu isitions



Not a competitive grant process - a ll 
e lig ib le  not-for p rofits  rece ive  funding

90% of a ll app lican ts rece ive  a  g ran t

Fund  approxim ate ly 5,000 organ iza tions 
across B.C.

Community Gaming Grants



2022/23 PAC/DPAC 
Guidelines



PAC/DPAC 
Overview



Community 
Gaming Grant 
funding supports 
PAC/DPACs by 
providing funding 
to enhance 
extracurricular 
opportunities for 
K-12 students

•PAC funding: Receive $20 per 
student, per year

•Schools with fewer than 100 
students will be provided a 
base rate of $2,000. 

•DPAC funding: Receive $2,500 
each

PAC/DPAC Sector



PAC/DPAC
Elig ib ility



PACs or equivalent groups at public schools, 
group  1 or 2 independen t schools, and  First 
Na tion  band  schools

Separa te  from  the  m anagem ent and  ope ra tion  
of the  school & com posed  of pa ren ts or 
guard ians of studen ts a ttend ing  the  school

Not-for-profit

Open  m em bersh ip  for pa ren ts/guard ians of 
studen ts a ttend ing  the  school

Provide  extracurricu la r p rogram m ing  tha t is  
accessib le  and  inclusive  for a ll studen ts

Dem ocra tica lly chosen  volun tee r board

De live red  the  p rogram  for a t least 12 m onths

PAC/DPAC Elig ib ility



Spending the 
Gran t



Field trips within B.C.

Presen ta tions or pe rform ances (e .g . m usic, thea tre , science , e tc.).

PAC school sp irit and  fam ily engagem ent even ts (e .g . school ca rn iva ls, 
m ovie  n igh ts, school dances, o the r socia l activitie s).

Gran t funds m ay not be  u sed  for any fundra ising
com ponen ts a t PAC even ts 

En te rta inm ent or le isu re  activitie s for non-instructiona l tim es (e .g . 
g raph ic nove ls/com ics, m agazines, extra -cu rricu la r fiction  and  non-
fiction  books, boa rd  gam es, colouring  books, e tc.).

Beau tifica tion  for com m on spaces, such  as ha llways, lib ra ry, m u lti-
pu rpose  room , e tc. (e .g . a rt, poste rs, “sensory pa ths,” holiday 
decora tions, e tc.).

Elig ib le  Expenses - PACs
PAC gran t fund ing  is  in tended  to  bene fit s tuden ts by enhancing  
extracu rricu la r opportun itie s of s tuden ts who a ttend  the  school 
rep resen ted  by the  PAC, includ ing :



Student publications (e.g. newsletters, yearbooks).

Studen t com pe titions (e .g . writing , deba ting , chess, m usic).

Studen t com pu te rs for extracu rricu la r activitie s/clubs (e .g . software , 
ha rdware , accessorie s for photography club , robotics club , yea rbook 
club , e tc.).

Studen t clubs or socie tie s (e .g . d ram a  club , chess club , e tc.).

Studen t ce rem onies (e .g . g radua tion , d ry g rad).

Team  or club  un iform s (e .g . je rseys, t-sh irts , e tc.) and /or equ ipm ent for 
extracu rricu la r activitie s.

Equ ipm ent for extracu rricu la r sports.

Elig ib le  Expenses - PACs (con tinued)



Items that directly benefit students (e.g. playground equipment or 
enhancem ents, e tc.).

Studen t recogn ition  (e .g . ce rtifica te s, troph ie s, g rad  m em orab ilia , e tc.).

Studen t confe rences with in  B.C.

BCCPAC m em bersh ip  fee s.

Fees or trave l/accom m oda tion  costs incu rred  to  trave l to  the  BCCPAC 
annua l confe rence  

Em ergency, sa fe ty or ea rthquake  re la ted  supplie s or equ ipm ent tha t is  
not ord ina rily the  re sponsib ility of the  school/school d istrict.

With  p rior approva l, studen t transporta tion  and  trave l ou tside  B.C. 

Schola rsh ips and  bu rsa rie s for post-secondary educa tion  (pa id  d irectly to  
studen ts a ttend ing  a  school repre sen ted  by the  PAC)** Final year

Elig ib le  Expenses - PACs (con tinued)



Informational and promotional materials for parents (e.g. 
newsle tte rs, website s, socia l m ed ia , e tc.)

Adm in istra tive  costs (e .g . m ee ting  room  ren ta l, p rin ting  costs, 
p re sen te r/guest speaker fee s, e tc.).

Pa ren t tra in ing  and  workshops (e .g . Foodsa fe , studen t hea lth  or 
we llness cla sses, Robe rt’s Ru le s for Boards, e tc.)

British  Colum bia  Confedera tion  of Pa ren t Advisory Councils 
m em bersh ip  fee s for the  DPAC on ly. 

Trave l for regu la r DPAC m ee tings.

Fees or trave l/accom m oda tion  costs incu rred  to  trave l to  the  
BCCPAC annua l confe rence

Elig ib le  Expenses - DPACs
DPAC gran t fund ing  is  in tended  to  foste r g rea te r pa ren ta l 
involvem ent in  schools and  e ffective  com m unica tion  be tween  
schools, pa ren ts , s tuden ts and  the  com m unity, includ ing :



Curricular activities or items (e.g. instructional materials, textbooks, etc.).

Item s used  p rim arily in  the  cla ssroom  to  a ssist in  the  de live ry or 
com ple tion  of cu rricu lum  (e .g . tab le ts, sm art boa rds, e tc.).

Fundra ising  (e .g . the  sa le  of goods/se rvices to  gene ra te  revenue , e tc.). 

Ou t-of-province  trave l, un le ss approved  by the  Branch .

Replacing /repa iring  school facilitie s tha t a re  the  re sponsib ility of the  
school/school d istrict (e .g . structu ra l repa irs, wa te r re fill sta tions, school 
in fra structu re , e tc.).

Ine lig ib le  Expenses – PACs & DPACs

Funds cannot be  used  for item s tha t the  school is  re sponsib le  
for, or for cu rricu lum -based  activitie s or item s. Th is includes 
m ate ria ls  tha t a re  not requ ired  for de live ring  or com ple ting  
cu rricu lum  bu t a ssist in  doing  so  (e .g . sm art boards, o the r 
enhanced  educa tiona l tools).



Items that are the responsibility of the school/school district (e.g. audio -
visua l equ ipm ent, d ig ita l news boards, PPE, e tc.).

(PACs-on ly): Goods and  se rvices tha t bene fit the  pa ren ts (e .g . pa ren t 
educa tion , pa ren t workshops). 

Adm in istra tive  and /or ope ra tiona l costs incu rred  to  support the  PAC (e .g . 
office  supp lie s and  equ ipm ent, accoun ting  or insu rance  fee s, e tc.). 

Costs re la ted  to  pa id  sta ff, te ache rs on  ca ll, educa tion  assistan ts (e .g . 
luncheons, wages, trave l, tra in ing /profe ssiona l deve lopm ent, e tc).

Mone ta ry p rize s or g ift ca rds

Financia l a ssistance , m one ta ry support, dona tions, or item s/se rvices 
pu rchased  on  beha lf of o the r organ iza tions or ind ividua ls

Past deb t (i.e . p revious fisca l yea r expenses), loans, or in te re st paym ents. 

Ine lig ib le  Expenses – PACs & DPACs (Con tinued)



In lieu of pumpkin patch field trip, 
ind ividua l pum pkins bough t for studen ts 
to  decora te

Virtua l fie ld  trip  to  a  m useum

Online  au thor visit and  read ing

Poe try and  writing  workshops

Ind igenous a rtists working  with  ch ild ren  
to  crea te  a rtwork to  g ree t visitors to  the  
school

Grad  hood ies designed  by studen ts

Com ic books, g raph ic nove ls, m agazines, 
e tc. 

Use of Funds  Examples - PAC

Virtua l licensing  for video m odu les (e .g . 
dance  m odu les, Ind igenous story te lling  
m odu les, e tc.)

Colou r-coded  ou tdoor equ ipm ent for 
each  cohort for p lay du ring  lunch  and  
recess

Gingerbread  house  supplie s for a  
Christm as com pe tition

Mura ls pa in ted  to  beau tify the  school

Aquarium  pu rchased  for com m on space

Equ ipm ent for studen t clubs (e .g . baking  
equ ipm ent for a  Baking  Club , 3D prin te r 
for a  Science  Club , e tc.) 



Hosting web and email platforms

Presen ta tions/web ina rs for pa ren ts (e .g . 
m anaging  m en ta l hea lth , on line  secu rity, 
ea rthquake  prepa redness, tra ffic sa fe ty 
a round  schools, e tc.)

Use of Funds  Examples - DPAC

Food  sa fe  instruction  for pa ren ts 
(requ ired  for lunch  program ) 

ln -pe rson  or virtua l workshops for 
pa ren ts (e .g . e ffective  m ee tings, PAC 
treasu re r workshops, socia l m ed ia  sa fe ty, 
e tc.)



Decision Tree for Uses of PAC Funds



Use of Funds – Frequently Asked Questions

A: No. Per section 10 of the Conditions for a PAC/DPAC Grant, PACs are not permitted to 
make advances or donations of gaming funds to a school or school district. 

However, the PAC may reimburse the school, school district, school group, or an individual 
for eligible disbursements as long as supporting documentation is retained in the PAC's 
gaming records. 

It is preferred that the PAC pays suppliers of goods and services directly whenever possible. 

Q: Can a PAC give grant funds to the school or school district? 



Use of Funds – Frequently Asked Questions

A: Although the PAC must retain management and control of its grant funds, ownership of 
eligible assets purchased with PAC grant funds may be transferred to a school or school 
district if doing so is required for storage, maintenance, operation or liability insurance 
purposes.

Q: How do PACs make capital purchases? Does the PAC or the school own the 
asset?



Use of Funds – Frequently Asked Questions

A: Scholarships/bursaries are only eligible when they are provided to a current student of 
the school, who is graduating in the current year. 

The scholarship/ bursary program must be offered by the PAC, whose board/executive 
committee determines the selection criteria and procedure for awarding funding.

The cheque must be payable to the student (ie. directly to the eligible beneficiary, not to a 
third party) and the grant funds must be used for post-secondary education only, at a 
provincially authorized post-secondary institution or equivalent.

NOTE: This is the final year PAC funding may be used for scholarships and bursaries.

Q: Can our PAC provide scholarships or bursaries to students?



Use of Funds – Frequently Asked Questions

A: Students who graduate in June 2023 will be the last eligible high school students who can 
receive funds for scholarships/bursaries from community gaming grant funds through a PAC. 
December 31, 2023 is the last date that community gaming grant funds can be used for this 
purpose. All cheques for this purpose will need to be cashed by the students by this date.

Q: Since this is the last year PACs can fund scholarships/bursaries for graduating 
students, what is the expectation around the timing of using the funds?



Use of Funds – Frequently Asked Questions

A: PACs can use their funding to purchase playground equipment. If there are modifications 
to the school grounds (e.g. levelling of ground, digging) required to install the equipment, 
this would fall under the school’s responsibility.

PACs may retain their PAC grant funding for up to 36 months, so there are PAC groups that 
save this funding to make a larger purchase, such as a playground. 

PACs may also apply to the Capital Project Grant program for funds for a playground; 
however, playgrounds located on public school grounds that are eligible for the Ministry of 
Education’s Playground Equipment Program (PEP) are not eligible for a Capital Project grant. 
School Districts are responsible for applying for the PEP; confirm with the SD if your project 
is eligible for the PEP. 

Q: Can we purchase playground equipment?



Spending Rules

Gr a n t  fu n d s  a r e  d e p o s it e d  in t o  a n  
o r g a n iza t io n ’s  “Ga m in g  Acco u n t .”

All e lig ib le  e xp e n s e s  s h o u ld  b e  p a id  d ir e ct ly 
fr o m  t h e  Ga m in g  Acco u n t .

Gr a n t  fu n d s  m a y b e  t r a n s fe r r e d  – b y 
ch e q u e  o r  e le ct r o n ica lly – fr o m  t h e  
Ga m in g  Acco u n t  t o  t h e  Ge n e r a l Acco u n t  
fo r  t h e  r e im b u r s e m e n t  o f e lig ib le  
p r o g r a m  e xp e n s e s .

Ch e q u e  o r  b o a r d -a p p r o ve d  e le ct r o n ic  t r a n s fe r .

Invoices and  rece ip ts m ust be  re ta ined  for five  years.

Method

Documentation

Expenses



Spending Rules
Sp e n d in g  Tim e lin e s

PAC - Gran t funds m ust be  d isbursed  with in  36 
m onths of rece ip t.

DPAC – Gran t funds m ust be  d isbursed  with in  12 
m onths of rece ip t. 

Gran t funds can  back-pay expenses incu rred  in  
the  sam e  fisca l yea r the  g ran t is  rece ived .

This is  done  by transfe rring  funds from  the  
Gam ing  Account to  the  Genera l Account for 
p reviously incu rred  e lig ib le  expenses. 

Backward

Forward



Financial Reporting
All Gam ing  Gran t spending  m ust be  reported  in  
the “Gaming Account Summary Report (GASR) .”

• All organ iza tions tha t rece ive  Com m unity Gam ing  
Gran ts or have  p reviously rece ived  a  g ran t and  still 
have  m oney in  the ir Gam ing  Accoun t, m ust subm it 
a  GASR.

• Must be  subm itted  with in  90 days of the  
organ iza tion’s fisca l yea r end  (do not subm it p rior 
to  FYE)

• The  GASR de ta ils: “Gam ing  Accoun t” ba lance  a t 
beg inn ing  of fisca l yea r; g ran ts rece ived ; funds 
d isbursed ; and  ba lance  a t end  of fisca l yea r.

• GASR a lso  requ ire s a  descrip tion  of how the  
funding  bene fited  the  com m unity – ie . studen ts.



Applying for
the  Gran t



How to Apply
PAC/DPAC Intake

•Apply April 1 – June 30
•Notification by September 30

Before Applying

Re vie w th e  PAC/ DPAC Gu id e lin e s  a n d / o r  
th e  re so u rce s  o n  o u r  we b s ite  fo r  
va lu a b le  t ip s :

• Pre -a p p lica t io n  ch e cklis t s

• Fre q u e n t ly a ske d  q u e s t io n s

• Ap p lica t io n  tu to r ia l

Ap p ly o n lin e  o n  o u r  we b s ite  

Pa p e r  a p p lica t io n s  a re  n o t  a cce p te d  

Do cu m e n ts  m u s t  b e  a t t a ch e d  to  
a p p lica t io n , o r  e m a ile d  (n o t  m a ile d )



PAC/DPAC information, including constitution 
and  bylaws, Board  of Directors list, recen t 
AGM m inu tes

A com ple te  list of annexes/  school(s) tha t 
the  PAC/DPAC represen ts

A sepa ra te  “Gam ing  Accoun t” and  voided  
cheque  from  your “Gam ing  Accoun t” 

PAC/DPAC Required Documentation

Nam es, positions and  con tact in form ation  
of 2-4 m em bers of the  PAC/DPAC associa ted  
with  the  app lica tion

Ensu re  recen t Gam ing  Accoun t Sum m ary 
Report(s) have  been  subm itted



Tips and Advice for Applying

Read  the  m ost recen t 
PAC/DPAC Guide lines

Review the  Pre -
app lica tion  checklist

Phone  a  he lp  line , if 
needed . Som eone  
ava ilab le  eve ryday

Review the  
Applica tion  Tu toria l

Ensure  your Gam ing  
Accoun t Sum m ary 

Reports a re  
subm itted

Apply a s ea rly a s 
possib le . App lica tions 
and  p rocessed  in  the  

orde r rece ived .



Capital 
Project 
Gran ts 
Program



Cap ita l Project Gran t Overview

Capita l p rojects with  a  to ta l cost be tween  $20,000 - $1,250,000

Be tween  20% and  50% of the  to ta l cost of a  p roject m ay be  funded

Gran ts up  to  $250,000 (m ax)

Matching funds are required

$5M Annual Funding Competitive Process



Capital Project Grant 

Ap p lica t io n  in ta ke  p e r io d : 
Ju n e  4 – Au g u s t  4  2022 

No t ifica t io n s : Fa ll 2022 

•One  app lica tion  pe r yea r

•Only one  g ran t pe r p roject

•Can  still app ly for regu la r/annua l 
Com m unity Gam ing  Gran ts



Project Eligibility

Facilities – construction  of new facilitie s; renova tion  or m a in tenance  of 
existing  facilitie s
Purchase  new/used  bu ild ings, com m unity or ch ildca re  facility, recove ry 
house , in te rior or exte rior renova tion  (kitchen /ba th room /flooring /roof); 
HVAC system , e leva tors, tenn is bubb le s, ligh ting , cu rling  club  
re frige ra tion .

Community Infrastructure – deve lopm ent of pub lic am en itie s tha t 
im prove  B.C. re siden ts’ qua lity of life
Playgrounds, ou tdoor structu re s, com m unity space , ska te  pa rk, 
h iking /wa lking  tra ils , pub lic wharf, e cosystem  re stora tion .

Acquisitions – purchase  of fixed  cap ita l a sse ts for long-te rm  ownersh ip  
and  use  by the  applican t organ iza tion
Vehicle s, buses/vans, com pu te r system s, office  or techn ica l equ ipm ent, 
aud io/visua l equ ipm ent, sports equ ipm ent, boa ts.



Competitive Scoring Process
Community benefit (20%)
• Describe  your p roject and  why it is  needed .
• How will your com m unity benefit from  th is

project?
Inclusiveness and accessibility (5%)
• How m ay peop le  in  the  com m unity will benefit?
• It is  open /inclusive  to  as m any peop le  as 

possib le?
Project Feasibility (25%)
• Project Tim eline
• Risk Managem ent Tab le
• Approva ls and  Perm its
• Opera tiona l Viab ility
Financial Considerations (45%)
• Project Cost
• Project Budge t
• Cost Estim a tes
• Planned  Use  of Gran t Funds
• Match ing  Funds
Environmental efficiency (5%)



Resources



Key resources

• Community Gaming Grants website 
(h ttp :/ /gov.bc.ca /gam inggran ts)

• Community Gaming Grants Branch
•Genera l –
com m unitygam inggran ts@gov.bc.ca ;
Or ca ll 250-356-1081

•Com m unity Ou treach  Manager –
CGGOutreach@gov.bc.ca

• BCCPAC– BC Confedera tion  of Pa ren t Advisory 
Councils (h ttp :/ /bccpac.bc.ca /)

• BCACG– British  Colum bia  Associa tion  of 
Charitab le  Gam ing  (h ttp :/ /bcacg .com /)

mailto:communitygaminggrants@gov.bc.ca
mailto:CGGOutreach@gov.bc.ca
http://bccpac.bc.ca/
http://bcacg.com/


Community Charitable Gaming Associations (CCGAs)

CCGAs receive grants to help local non -profits

• Dawson Creek – Northern Lights CCGA
http :/ /northe rn ligh tsgam ing .ca /

• Prince George – Northern Interior CCGA
http :/ /www.northe rn ica .org /

• Kelowna – Central Okanagan CCGA
http :/ /cocga .com /

• Chilliwack – Fraser Valley CCGA
https:/ / frase rva lleyccga .ca /

• Victoria – Charity Works CCGA
http :/ /charityworks.ca /

• Comox – Valley CCGA
www.va lleycharitab legam ingsocie ty.com

• Vancouver – BCACG
http :/ /bcacg .com



Questions?
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